SIMON FISHER TURNER

Composer

From child actor to teenage pop idol, self-confessed ‘extreme sound freak’ to acclaimed solo
recording artist, Simon Fisher Turner’s career has been nothing if not varied. His early acting
credits included film and TV roles from Black Beauty to The Big Sleep (re-made with Robert
Mitchum). At the same time he was fronting various ‘70s pop acts, and at the age of 17 was

signed to Jonathan King’s UK Records, releasing his first solo album in 1969.

After that precocious start, Simon followed an often eccentric, sometimes outlandish
musical path. He operated on the fringes of punk; performed briefly with The The; became
‘Musician in Residence’ at the ICA in 1980; released two albums as one half of a fictional
French female duo know as Deux Filles. But through all this, Simon was developing a deep
and abiding interest in the stuff of sound, accumulating a vast library of collected sounds
from daily life. It is this interest which now forms the basis of his improvisatory, eclectic
approach to music making, and is manifest on his most recent solo albums on the Mute
Label (his discography comprises some 30 solo albums to date). From trite pop to extreme
sound-freakery, the mature SFT (as he now styles himself) has arrived at a mesmeric

originality.

Simon’s life as a film composer stems from his association with Derek Jarman in the 1980s
and ‘90s. His scoring credits for Jarman included Caravaggio, The Last of England, The
Garden and Edward Il. His final film for Jarman was the powerful, poignant Blue, where a
soundscape recorded by Simon at Eno’s country house, together with Jarman’s AlDs-
inspired spoken words, stood in for visuals - only a blue screen was projected. The film won
a Michael Powell Award. Simon subsequently tours Blue around the world, performing his

music at live screenings.

In May 2014 Simon won an Ivor Novello award for his score for the BFI National Archive’s
restoration of the 1924 film The Epic of Everest (directed by Captain John Noel), the official
film record of Mallory and Irvine’s ill-fated 1924 Everest expedition. The score is a collage of
instrumental and ‘found’ sounds, “made possible” (according to SFT himself) “by the
internet connections we have these days. It’s a soundtrack made from found and stolen life

sounds, alongside new music and fake foleys.”



However Simon is nothing if not adaptable, and his range is broad. As well as film projects in
which his vivid imagination can take wing, he has worked on many commercial advertising
campaigns (including, most recently, an extensive campaign for Tesco in 2012/13), Idents

(including the BBC1 ‘Helicopter’ Ident), and documentaries.

SIMON FISHER TURNER — SELECTED CREDITS

FEATURE FILM My Kingdom
(with Deirdre Gribbin, 2002)
The Epic of Everest Director: Don Boyd
(BFI, 1924 — restored 2014)
Director: Captain John Noel Gangster No. 1
(Roadmovies/Channel 4 Films, 2000)
The Great White Silence Director: Paul McGuigan
(DVD release by BFI with new score, 2011) Producer: Norma Heyman
The Invisible Frame Croupier (Channel 4 Films, 1998)
(Auswartiges Amt, 2009) Director: Mike Hodges
Director: Cynthia Beatt
Producer: Frieder Schlaich Trance (Trimark, 1998)

Director: Michael Almereyda
Derek (Normal Films, 2008)

Director: Issac Julien Claire Dolan (1998)

Director: Lodge H. Kerrigan
Burning Light (Y Productions, 2006) Winner Best Film Music, Ghent Flim
Director: Marc Ellegaard Festival, 1998
William Eggleston in the Real World Blue (Basilisk Communications, 1993)
(Keep Your Head, 2005) Directors: Derek Jarman

Director: Michael Almereyda
Edward Il (British Screen, 1991)

Border Directors: Derek Jarman
(Love Streams Productions, 2004)
Director: Laura Waddington The Garden
(Basilisk Communications, 1990)
Un Chant D’Amour Director: Derek Jarman

(DVD release by BFI with new score, 2003)
The Last of England

Inertia (2003) (Anglo International Films, 1988)
Producer: David Hazlett Director: Derek Jarman
FEATURE FILM (continued) Caravaggio (BFI, 1986)

Director: Derek Jarman

FEATURE FILM (continued)

TELEVISION
I'll Sleep When I’'m Dead

(Mosaic Film Group, 2003) BBC 1 Helicopter Ident (BBC, 2008)
Producer: Mike Caplan

Director: Mike Hodges Stanley Kubrick’s Boxes (Channel 4,

2008)
Lava (Sterling Pictures, 2002) Director: Jon Ronson
Director: Joe Tucker



TELEVISION (continued)

Sweeney Todd (Box TV for BBC1, 2005)

Director: Dave Moore
Producer: Gub Neal

Peter Ackroyd’s Romantics
(3-part series, BBC, 2005)

Blood and Money (Channel 4, 2001)
Director: Joanna Bailey

The Greeks
(BBC, 3 x 1 hour documentary, 2000)
Director: Cassian Harrison

Nature Boy

SHORT FILMS

Bipolar (Big Sister Films, 2004)
Director: Anna Campion

The Rocking Horse Winner (1997)
Director: Michael Almereyda

Loaded (1994)
Director: Anna Campion

COMMERCIALS

Tesco ‘Quality’ series
(The Red Brick Road, 2011)

Charleville Cheese (Chemistry, 2009)

(BBC, 4 x 1 hour drama, 2000)

i ; Macmillan Cancer
Producer: Catherine Wearing acmillan Cance

(Arthur London, 2008/9)
Failte (Irish Tourist Board, 2004)
DVLA Campaign (2004)

Summertime Campaign (2003)
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