TOM COULT

Mu5|c of opu

promlsed much for the futu‘re?‘

Michael White

FABERﬁMUSIC




TOM COULT

Mature, finessed and displaying an inventive and forward-looking musical mind,
the music of Tom Coult has already been presented by some of the UK’s major
orchestras and ensembles.

Coult (b. London, 1988) studied at the University of Manchester with Camden
Reeves and Phillip Grange and is currently working towards a PhD at King’s College
London with George Benjamin. His music is characterised by iridescent timbres,
glistening harmonies and clear, arficulate gestures. One ongoing preoccupation

is an interest in the fantastical; his Codex (Homage to Serafini) — premiered by the
BBC Symphony Orchestra as the culmination of a Sound & Music ‘Embedded’
residency in 2013 — and his Rainbow-Shooting Cloud Contraption (written at
Aldeburgh’s Contemporary Composition course in 2013) both draw inspiration for
their innovative and beguiling soundworlds from the imaginary encyclopaedia of the
ltalian artist Luigi Serafini, an illustrated compendium of imaginary things in its own
constructed language. The title of Coult’s dazzling chamber work Enmimés sont les
gougebosqueux is taken from a version of Lewis Caroll’s Jaberwocky’ by Frank L.
Warrin, which translates the invented English of the original into made-up French.

After being awarded an RPS Composition Prize in 2012, Coult wrote his Four
Perpetual Motions for members of the Philharmonia Orchestra, who gave their
premiere at a Music of Today event at the Royal Festival Hall. His music has featured
at several music festivals including Bangor New Music, where the Orchestra of
the Swan gave the premiere of his ambitious large ensemble work Antic Rounds

in 2014. Currently a Sound and Music New Voices composer (2014/15), Coult is
also an Associate Member of LSO Soundhub. In October 2014 he was a featured
composer as the ‘Soundings’ festival curated by the Fidelio Trio’s Mary Dullea at
the Austrian Cultural Forum London. Coult has proven himself to be a passionate
advocate for new music: in 2013, his lucid and insightful investigation of Pierre
Boulez’s Sur Incises — ‘Refraction, Crystallisation and the Abesnt Idea(l)’ — was
published in Tempo.

Recent projects have included two Etudes for solo violin for the London Sinfonietta’s
‘Shorts’ series, My Curves are not Mad for the strings of the Britten Sinfonia and
Beautiful Caged Thing, a song cycle for soprano Claire Booth and the Mahler
Chamber Orchestra for the 2015 Aldeburgh Festival. Current plans include
commissions from the BBC Philharmonic, London Sinfonietta and Psappha.
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ORCHESTRA

Solvitrambulando (2012)

chamber orchestra

17 minutes

2.2.2(ll=bcl).2 = 2.2.0.0 — strings (6.5.5.4.2)

Young Composer-in-Residence Commission by Lancashire Sinfonietta and Lancaster Institute for the
Contemporary Arts

FP: 22.3.12, LICA Concert Hall, Lancaster, UK: Lancashire Sinfonietta/Andrew Watkinson

Score and parts for hire

Codex (Homage to Serafini) (2013)

orchestra

12 minutes

3(Il1=picc).3(llI=ca).3(lI=Ebcl.lll=bcl).3(lll=cbsn) — 4.3.3(lll=btrbn).1 — timp — perc(3):

I: BD/vib(shared with 1)

II: 2 tpl.bl/tam-t/vib(shared with I)/snare drum/susp.cym/whip

lII: susp.cym/tam-t/crot/mar/xyl/glsp — harp — strings (14.12.10.8.6)

Embedded Composer-in-Residence Commission by Sound and Music

FP: 14.11.13, BBC Maida Vale Studios, London, UK: BBC Symphony Orchestra/Garry Walker
Score and parts for hire

Beautiful Caged Thing (2015)

soprano and chamber orchestra

12 minutes

2(ll=picc+bfl).2.2(I=bcl).1.cbsn — 2.2.1.0 — perc(1): 5 pitched gongs/mar/vib/bongos/BD/tam-t/vibraslap —
harp — strings (min. 6.6.4.4.3)

Commissioned by Aldeburgh Music for the 2015 Aldeburgh Festival

FP: 13.6.15, Snape Maltings, Snape, UK: Claire Booth/Mahler Chamber Orchestra/George Benjamin

Score and parts for hire

Sonnet Machine (2016)

orchestra

8 minutes

3(lll=picc).0.3(I=Ebcl.llI=bcl).2.cbsn — 4.3.2.btrbn.1 — perc(4):

I: medium susp.cym/whip/mar

II: large susp.cym/tabla/bongos/tamb/whip

lII: small susp.cym/BD/glsp

IV: sleigh bells/whip/vib — harp — strings (14.12.10.8.6)

Commissioned by the BBC Philharmonic

FP: 23.4.16, Bridgewater Hall, Manchester, UK: BBC Philharmonic/Andrew Gourlay
Score and parts for hire

STRING ORCHESTRA

My Curves are not Mad (2015)

string orchestra

14 minutes

6.5.4.3.2

Commissioned by the Britten Sinfonia with support from the William Alwyn Foundation

FP: 20.3.15, Milton Court, Guildhall School of Music and Drama, London, UK: Britten Sinfonia/Carlos del
Cueto

Score and parts for hire

ENSEMBLE

Four Perpetual Motions (2013)
10 players

13 minutes

fl.ob.cl — tpt — perc(1): vib/mar/glsp/crot/2 bongos — harp — vin.vla.vlc.db

Coult was one of the winners of the 2012 Royal Philharmonic Society Composition Prize and was consequently
commissioned to write this work for the Philharmonia Music of Today Series.

FP: 27.6.13, Royal Festival Hall, London, UK: Members of Philharmonia Orchestra/Rudiger Bshn

Score 0-571-53909-2 on sale and parts for hire

Rainbow-Shooting Cloud Contraption (2013)
15 players

5 minutes

1(=picc).1.1(=bcl).T —= 1.1.1.0 - perc(1): tam-1/2 tpl.bl/vib/xyl — pno — harp — strings (1.1.1.1.1)
Written for the Britten-Pears Young Artist Programme 2013

FP: 12.7.13, Britten Studio, Snape, UK: Britten-Pears Composers Ensemble/Gregory Charette
Score and parts for hire




ENSEMBLE (cont.)

Antic Rounds (2014)
17 players

13 minutes

1(=picc).1(=ca).1(=Ebcl).1 = 1.1.1.0 — timp — perc(1): mar/crot/t.bells — 2 vIn.2 vla. 2 vlc.2 db
Commissioned by Bangor New Music Festival as a result of winning the William Mathias Composition Prize
FP: 14.3.14, Bangor New Music Festival, Bangor University, Bangor, UK: Orchestra of the Swan/David Curtis
Score and parts for hire

New Work (2016)
15 players

c.15 minutes

Commissioned by the London Sinfonietta

FP: 1.6.16, St John’s Smith Square, London, UK: London Sinfonietta/Martyn Brabbins
Score and parts in preparation

CHAMBER

Piano Trio ‘The Chronophage’ (2011)

violin, cello and piano

15 minutes

FP: 26.4.12, Lincoln Hall, Portland, OR, USA: Third Angle Ensemble
Score and parts on special sale from the Hire Library

Limp (2012)

violin and piano

7 minutes

Commissioned by Richard Whalley and Helen Tonge

FP: 21.5.12, Chorlton Arts Festival, St. Werbergh’s Church, Manchester, UK: Richard Whalley/Helen Tonge
Score and part on special sale from the Hire Library

Enmimés sont les gougebosqueux (2012/13)

In versions for five or four players

12 minutes

f1.2 cl — vla.vlc ORI — pno — vla.vlc

FP (Quintet): 27.5.12, St Magnus Festival, Kirkwall, Orkney, UK: Gemini/Hyun-Jin Yun

FP (Quartet): 14.3.13, Bangor New Music Festival, Penrhyn Hall, Bangor, UK: Psappha/Mark Heron
Score and parts of both versions available on special sale from the Hire Library

Sparking and Slipping (2014)

violin, piano, harp and percussion

12 minutes

vin.pno.harp.perc(1): glsp/vib/crot/tam-t

Written for Sarah Hill

FP: 11.9.14, Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance, London, UK: Sarah Hill/Hannah Ely/Anne
Denholm/Henry Fynn/Tom Coult

Score and parts on special sale from the Hire Library

INSTRUMENTAL

Etudes (2010/14)

violin

8 minutes

Etudes | & Il were commissioned by Sarah Hill, Etudes Il & IV were commissioned by the London Sinfonietta
FP (I-1): 19.3.10, Cosmo Rodewald Hall, Manchester, UK: Sarah Hill

FP (Ill-IV): 23.7.14, Kings Place, London, UK: Jonathan Morton

Score on special sale from the Hire Library




